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Waterloo Chamber and
MABA members:

Put an insert into
our joint newsletter

for just $30.
You can advertise
your business or

promote an

upcoming event!

You will need to provide us with
650 inserts. Contact the
Chamber Office for more info.

Breakfast with the
Easter Bunny

O/f Saturday, April
11th
Firemen’s Park

Mark Your
Calendars

Waterloo Breakfast
With the Easter

Bunny
Saturday, April | 1th

8 am—I | am

At Firemen’s Park

Woaterloo Easter Egg
Hunt

Saturday, April | Ith

10 am at Firemen’s Park

Woaterloo Meet and
Greet
At UW Health Part-
ners-Waterloo Clinic
Thursday, April 30th
5-7pm

Marshall City-Wide

Garage Sale Day
Saturday, May 9th

O
(3 8 am—11 am
Menu of eggs, sausage links and hash browns.
Adults: $6.00 Children $3.00 Under 4: free

2}

‘ Easter Egg Hunt

Saturday, April 11th
10 am Firemen’s Park

900 Eggs will be “hidden” at Firemen’s Park for ages 0-9.

%&‘
o) )\
Watel |00 Meet and Gl eet

UW Health Partners—
Waterloo Clinic, 111 Anna Street

Thursday, April 30th =2,
>-7pm 7
Join us for a unique networking
opportunity and see what the clinic offers for you and your
family! There will be refreshments and free seated massages!
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LETTER FROM THE CHAMBER PRESIDENT

By Waterloo Chamber of Commerce President,
William Hogan  920-478-7007

Winston Churchill said, "We make a living by what we do, but we make a life by what we give." In Waterloo we are fortunate
year over year to find another community member to honor for their volunteer contributions to our community. This year the
Chamber of Commerce Volunteer of the Year Award was presented to Laurie Frey at the Chamber’s Annual Meeting in Febru-
ary. Laurie was presented an award from the state of Wisconsin presented by Senator Fitzgerald and Representative Jorgensen
and was signed by the Governor Doyle, Senator Fitzgerald and Representative Jorgensen. Congratulations, Laurie, and thanks for
the many contributions to the betterment of Waterloo!

Planning for our 50th Wiener & Kraut Day and the City's SESQUICENTENNIAL (150™) is well underway. I am pleased to
announce DOT DOT DOT has been contracted for Wiener & Kraut Day's main show. Check them out at http://
www.myspace.com/dotdotdot. Other events include the Kraut Day Walk/Run, family fun area, wiener dog parade, City Band,
Waterloo Idol contest, vendors, Sesquicentennial events, Civil War re-enactors, car show, train show, horse drawn rides, and, of
course, wieners with and without kraut. The date is September 12th and the weather will be sunny and warm. ( Think positive
with me!)

My message to members at the annual meeting stressed the fact that the Waterloo Chamber of Commerce is much more than just
a Wiener & Kraut Day Planning committee. While Wiener & Kraut has become our signature event (celebrating its 50th year in
2009) it is not the sole function of the Chamber. In our mission to serve the business community our other activities include:

»  This newsletter which serves as our communication tool. Chamber & MABA members are encouraged to include in-
serts for the low cost of $30 per issue. Published quarterly the newsletter has wide distribution in Waterloo and Mar-
shall markets. Also, our secretary and newsletter editor welcomes input from you: articles of general interest and news
release items relating to our member businesses.

»  Quarterly Member Meet and Greets are great network opportunities. While attendance has been disappointing at these
events in the past, the Board is dedicated to improving this important networking opportunity. In 2009 they will be
hosted at new member businesses. If you hate to come alone to these events, GREAT ! -bring a friend. The benefit to
Chamber members is directly related to the valuable connections that can be made at this events which only occur if
you show up and are willing to meet and greet other members of our business community.

» The Chamber is a proud owner of the Big Scissors! This photo op tool is ideal for ribbon cutting events and the Cham-
ber will plan a ribbon cutting event for a new business, a new product line, new location etc. If you have a significant
business event the ribbon cutting can help promote and create some press exposure.

» Members of the Chamber Board are willing where appropriate to advocate for your business interest at local govern-
mental meetings.

» Our Community Expo provides a showcase event for local businesses. This years Expo attracted 50 vendors and 400+
participants. We alternate years in hosting this event with MABA.

»  Our Community Golf outing is a more relaxed networking opportunity. The Chamber’s goal in hosting this event is a
break-even and is not a fund raiser, We think of it as one of the networking opportunities for business to business con-
nections. Typically we serve 50 -75 golfers with a Euchre tournament as our rain alternative.

» Two Community service events sponsored by the Chamber are the annual Easter Egg Hunt and Christmas Parade. The
Christmas parade is only for businesses creative enough to overcome the weather challenges of the first Saturday in
December in Waterloo, Wisconsin. St. Paul's Church has bragging rights for the first place float in 2008! Does your
business or organization have the talent and spirit to grab this honor in the 2009 parade?

Many of the Chamber benefits are only fully realized by involvement in the events offered. Are you making the best use of our
newsletter? Do you or a member of your organization attend the Meet and Greet events? Get involved!

Thank you for your membership in the Waterloo Chamber of Commerce. I welcome the comments, questions, and ideas that
members have. I can be reached at 920-478-7007.
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LETTER FROM THE MABA PRESIDENT

By Marshall Area Business Association President,
Brad Chadwick 608-655-1470

Hello Maba Members:
Happy Spring???? It will be here one of these days!

The first quarter of 2009 has flown by. Both of our first quarter events, the Meet & Greet and the Dr. Seuss birthday celebration
were well attended and viewed as a success. Having the readings at the school was a perfect fit.

Waterloo did a fantastic job with the Expo and those of us who attended enjoyed their 150" birthday festivities. We are looking
forward to celebrating more with Waterloo during their Wiener & Kraut activities.

We are also looking forward to the following upcoming MABA events:

June — Firemen’s Festival Parade and MABA Fish Fry of which the proceeds from our volunteer event are donated
to the firemen.

July - Community Golf Outing and Dinner provides an opportunity to network with area businesses while enjoying an
afternoon of golf. Plan to bring a friend or two for a day of fun.

August — The Circus is returning for two shows. This year we will include an advertising promotion to feature our businesses.
Detailed info will follow as the event gets closer.

September — Main St. Mania! This event gets bigger and better each year. Classic Car Show, Taste of Marshall, Free Bands,
Silent Auction, Bean Bag Tourney at Tom’s Guns, Raffles galore and MORE. If you attended last year, you’ll be back!

With all these opportunities to be out and about, I am confident that we will continue to have a great year of promoting our busi-
nesses and getting to know each other better. Thanks to every one of our members who have helped make MABA a positive ex-
perience in our communities. The best is yet to come!

Dr. Seuss Birthday Celebration

Each year several local businesses volunteer their time and space in order to read to the students of Marshall. This
year we had 7 volunteers from local businesses come and read to the children. Around 100 children and parents
celebrated Dr. Seuss’s birthday. There were many positive comments from parents about having it at the school,
instead of running all over town in the dark. With the event being such a huge success, we will plan to host the
birthday party in the same location again next year.

MABA thanks Gini Frey for doing such a great job coordinating the event again. Gini has worked with MABA
since its inception and successfully coordinated this event for Marshall for the last 20 years. Thanks to the Food
Pantry as well, who donated $50 beverages. We would also like to acknowledge the volunteers who read and helped
out with the event: Misty Bindl from Lasting Impressions Photography, Deb Fredenberg from Spirits Etc., Traci
Dutter from Edward Jones, Larry Burbach from Burbach Flooring, Officer Shonda Sanow from the Marshall Police
Station, Sheryl Evenson from Marshall Avestar, and Emily Michalak and Connie Jeschke from Farmers & Mer-
chants State Bank.
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Understanding the New Home Buyer Credit

Making a purchase as large as a home — especially if you're a first-time home buyer — may sound
counter-intuitive during the worst recession in well over a half-century. But the truth is it's a great time
to be a first-time home buyer.

Interest rates are low and there is plenty of inventory available to prospective home buyers looking for
a good deal. At a time when every dollar counts, recent changes to the federal government’s First-
Time Home Buyer Tax Credit offer new home owners some additional tax relief.

An earlier version of the First-Time Home Buyer Tax Credit was actually instituted last year. That law
gave first-time home buyers a credit-loan that applied to home purchases after April 8, 2008 and be-
fore July 1, 2009. The tax credit-loan amounted to 10 percent of the home’s purchase price up to a
maximum available credit of $7,500. Whatever the size of the credit-loan a taxpayer received, the
credit-loan must be repaid over a 15-year period beginning on the 2010 tax return.

The new law contains certain eligibility requirements including the following:
To be eligible for the new credit, homes must have been purchased on or after Jan.1, 2009
and before Dec. 1, 2009.
Because this is a tax credit, it can only be claimed on a home owner’s federal tax return, and
cannot be applied at the time the home is purchased to reduce the price. However, since it is a
credit and not a credit-loan, it does not need to be repaid.
The credit is equal to 10 percent of the home’s purchase price up to a maximum of $8,000.
The tax credit is reduced for buyers with a modified adjusted gross income (MAGI) of more
than $75,000 for single taxpayers and $150,000 for married taxpayers filing a joint return. The
tax credit is reduced to zero for taxpayers with MAGI of more than $95,000 (single) or
$170,000 (married) and is reduced proportionally for taxpayers with MAGIs between those
amounts.

The law permitting the tax credit defines first-time homebuyer as a buyer who has not owned a princi-
pal residence during the three-year period prior to the purchase. If the “buyer” is a couple, this test
must be met by both individuals.

Any home that will be used as a principal residence will qualify for the tax credit. This includes single
family detached homes, attached homes like townhouses and condominiums, and manufactured
homes. A principal residence also includes one that is constructed by the home owner where the date
of first occupancy must be on or after January 1, 2009 and before December 1, 2009.

For more information on the First-Time Home Buyer Tax Credit or first time home buyer process visit
Jim Schaefer at Farmers & Merchants State Bank or e-mail Jim at Jschaefer@fmsbwm.com.




PAGE 5 OUR COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER SECOND QUARTER 2009

Waterloo/Marshall Community EXpO

E o -The Commumty ,

Expo was held
® on Saturday,
P March 14th. .3« !
S Y | Over 50 vendors ;5 =
» = "were there and #_-9-
w 400+ arearesi- ~

% > dents attended.

Even Pigs attended!
Penny the Pig from Farmers and Merchants State Bank
(shown with Jim Shaefer) and Mr. Pig who was serving cake

to celebrate Lannoy’s Piggly Wiggly’s 20th anniversary!
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Waterloo Chamber of Commerce
Board Members :
Bill Hogan, (President)
Farmers & Merchants State Bank, 920-478-7007

Chuck Crave, (Vice-President)
Crave Bros Farmstead Cheese, 920-478-3812

Homer Braden, LEGACY Investments & Insurance
Services, Inc., 920-478-8036

Mo Hansen, City of Waterloo, 920-478-3025

Beth Haseleu, Waterloo 2000 & Beyond,
920-478-2151

Linda Kuzdas, Independent Director Mary Kay

Cosmetics 920-478-4807

Jill Oelke, Century 21 Affiliated, 920-478-3999
Scott Quimby, High Energy DJ, 920-478-2352

Sherry Rehm, Waterloo Antiques Mall,
920-478-7379

Marshall Area Business Association
Board Members:

Brad Chadwick, (President),

Farmers & Merchants State Bank, 608-655-1470
Kim Abraham (Vice-President)

Farmers & Merchants State Bank, 608-655-1628
Bill Campbell, (Treasurer)

Farmers & Merchants State Bank, 920-478-7003
Julie Bergholz (Secretary)
Tom’s Guns, 608-655-3772

Forwarding Service Requested

Laurie Frey was presented the Volunteer of the Year Award at our Annual
Dinner in February. Senator Fitzgerald and Representative Jorgensen also
presented Laurie with an award on behalf of the State of Wisconsin.

Her accomplishments include: Food Pantry Board of Director and Treasurer,
Chamber Board of Director and Treasurer, Wiener Wagon organizer for
Wiener & Kraut Day, Treasurer for Women's Bowling League for 31 years,
organizer of the Ron Sellnow bowling tournament for 24 years ( a Fire
Department fund raiser) and Treasurer for the Friends of the Fire

: Department, and active member of
St. Paul’s Church, serving in the Altar Guild, as financial secretary and
treasurer and has contributed many crafts to church sales and events. She
was recently promoted to Vice President of Operations at Farmers and
Merchants State Bank where she has been serving the community in
community banking for 32 years.

Volunteer of the Year:

Laurie Frey

Join us in congratulating Laurie Frey for this honor! Waterloo is a better
place because of volunteers like her!




